
The Missourinet Poll 
In 1984 we got into polling. The idea was to determine public perceptions about 
candidates and relevant issues. It served our purposes from three angles: (1) It was 
both interesting and valid news; (2) As such, it was carried by other media and wire 
services crediting the Missourinet; thus securing strong promotional benefit. And (3) it 
sociologically was of interest, particularly when analyzing detailed breakdowns such as 
race; rural v. metropolitan; age; and geography.


The survey itself was credible because it was conducted by the Public Policy Extension

Program of the University of Missouri-St. Louis. But it was tremendously expensive. So 
we sought a sponsor, securing the Centerre Bancorporation of St. Louis, changing the 
name to The Centerre-Missourinet Poll. But in doing so we got into trouble with our 
own newsroom and others; journalists who didn't want to credit a bank every time the 
poll was referenced. The bank too had some misgivings because it couldn’t appear 
that the bank was supporting particular positions or candidates. Of course that wasn’t 
the case, but tell that to the bank. Eventually, Centerre pulled its money.


We got into trouble in other ways too. Former Governor Mel Carnahan went to his 
grave believing the Missourinet Poll--and thus the Missourinet, and Bob Priddy and 
me--were to blame for an election loss he suffered. And, he may have had a point, 
arguing that any candidate behind in the poll has a harder time raising much-needed 
cash than the leader. If the electoratedoesn't know who is leading, fund raising is thus 
easier.
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