
Radio Iowa Launch 
The enthusiasm we all felt after the Bonnot's Mill meeting subsided. Things got quiet. Whenever 
I checked in, Shannon seemed cool. A month later he declined doing anything with us; 
intending, I believe, to start his own operation. It was probably a mistake on his part. Our 
December 1, 1986 corporate minutes reflect a resolution "it is in the best interests of the 
Corporation to develop the news network for Iowa to be called "Radio Iowa." We borrowed 
$200,000 to start the new business. 

Steve Mays led the charge, establishing a newsroom and studio in Des Moines and hiring the 
first news crew:  Dennis Sutterer, Kay Henderson, Todd Kimm.  And, we set up a sales 
organization. 

 
And on June 3rd, 1987, we had a reception at the Savory Hotel to announce the new operation, 
our 27-station line-up, our new staff and our plans. A quick, funny, story about the reception 
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itself. It was a flop.  Roger Gardner and Steve Mays were there and share (what are now funny) 
their recollections. Damn good thing this wasn't a harbinger of our operation there. 
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