
One of the minor characters in the novel is Johathan Waters, the black president of the United 
States.  

"President Waters had been elected in 2016, on a platform that focused on domestic renewal 
and on bridging the gap between the increasingly polarized elements in American society. 

The candidacy of Jonathan Water succeeded on the premise that all Americans could live 
together. He promised education, urban renewal, and opportunity, and he was a handsome, 
magnetic man, who spoke in the rhetoric of Yale rather than the Baptist Church. A campaign-
season joke called him the white-man’s black and the black-man’s white… and he felt like the 
right man for the times to a bare majority of the citizens of his country. He defeated an opponent 
who was a foreign policy expert, but who had few domestic solutions with which to inspire a 
troubled nation." 
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