
“The greatest weakness of the West is that it has nothing with which to inspire loyalty except 
wealth. But what is wealth? Another washing machine, a bigger car, a nicer house to live in? Not 
much to feed the spirit in all that. What is the West but a gigantic supermarket? And who really 
wants to die for a supermarket?” 

“You are lounging on a magnificent balcony open to the starry sky, divine music is playing with 
such exquisite perfection you can hardly stand it, when all of a sudden something terrible 
occurs: the magical sounds break up into an obscene cacophony. What is happening? Are you 
dying? You could put it that way. That awful noise is the first scream of an infant: you. You have 
been born into a human body hardwired with each and every transgression from the last time 
around, and now you must spend the next seventy years clawing your way back to the music. 
No wonder we cry.” 

“Without a war, America would descend into total confusion and would have to form itself into a 
police state to survive, because its people no longer have any internal structure. Americans can 
never be defeated by war. It is peace they find intolerable.” 

“…a ramshackle collection of coincidences held together by a desperate and irrational clinging, 
there is no center at all, everything depends on everything else, your body depends on the 
environment, your thoughts depend on whatever junk floats in from the media, your emotions 
are largely from the reptilian end of your DNA, your intellect is a chemical computer that can’t 
add up a zillionth as fast as a pocket calculator, and even your best side is a superficial piece of 
social programming that will fall apart just as soon as your spouse leaves with the kids and the 
money in the joint account, or the economy starts to fail and you get the sack, or you get 
conscripted into some idiot’s war, or they give you the news about your brain tumor.” 
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